St Anne’s Pantry May 2021
REPORT TO STAKEHOLDERS

Introduction
In my annual report published at the beginning of January I wrote,
“Below you will find our draft budget for 2021. It envisages that Pantry requests will diminish over
the year as things settle with the pandemic and as vaccines are administered. However the future
will always present unpredictably. Who this time last year anticipated that 2020 would unfold as it
has?”

We fully expected that food parcel requests would tail off this year. Despite St Anne’s
Pantry moving to deliver 3 days per week (Tues/Wed/Fri) as we began 2021, requests for
groceries have increased during the first trimester of 2021. By the end of April we delivered
parcels to 442 households, our largest ever trimester delivery. The recent school holidays
have been busy with 35 parcels delivered during week one and 26 during week two. Each
parcel contains enough groceries for a household for 5-7 days. During 2021 80 extra
households have requested food parcels - households who did not during 2020. In the last

16 months we have delivered to over 700 households in Porirua and Linden. See the
graphic below for more on numbers requesting food parcels.

This graphic clearly indicates that food parcel deliveries Jan-Apr 2021 exceeded those
in any of the last four trimesters, including during the COVID 19 lockdowns in 2020.
At the end of April, 39 households had reached their limit of 3 deliveries in 4 months - 1
Jan-30 Apr 2021. This number has been steadily rising since the beginning of 2020. At the
end of December 2020 this number was 25 households. Food insecurity is increasing!
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Margaret Alve continues as our Pantry Facilitator. Sofia Ali had to cut back her involvement.
Sofia’s has new work following her gaining permanent NZ residence - congratulations Sofia.
Sofia still assists with financial accounting. Jane Dagger is very much 2IC as she assists
Margaret in various ways and holds the fort while we are away.
We have continued to develop our volunteer team. Currently the team numbers 16 who
shop, collect, shelve, pack and deliver groceries.
Terry Alve

Developments
The Pantry has a new shed. To date
we have had to store packing boxes in
the Pantry space. Now boxes are stored
in our new shed. This frees more space
for food product storage. It’s amazing
how many empty boxes can be stored
in our 2.5 sq.m shed space.
Talking of boxes, we occasionally run
short of banana, or equivalent, boxes
for packing. Please let’s know if we can
call on you if we need more (phone or
text Jane on 027 289 0862). Also Jane
would be pleased to receive any cooler
bags to store frozen goods for delivery.
We

have

made

two

applications

for

community grants this year. One, for the hire
of a collection and delivery cargo van, has been
unsuccessful. We await advice on the second
application which requests $10,000 towards the
purchase of grocery items. While we are most
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appreciative of donor support, increased demand for food parcels suggests funding may be
short this year. And if you can help us to hire or purchase a cargo van for collection and
delivery please let us know.

Volunteers
The involvement of volunteer shoppers, shelvers, collectors, packers and delivery drivers
has increased this year. It was a delight to leave all to Jane Dagger’s oversight while
Margaret and I took nearly two weeks holiday in the South Island after Easter.
We continue to seek Pantry volunteers who can shop, shelve, pack and/or deliver. Please
contact Margaret if you would like to volunteer using one of the communications channels
indicated at the foot of this newsletter.

Kiwi Community Assistance, CAB Porirua & Other Agencies
KCA continues to support St Anne’s Pantry by supplying rescued food and goods we use to
pack food parcels. In fact their support has grown this year, as our food parcel deliveries
have increased. We estimate that in the 4 months to 30 April, $45,000 worth of goods have
come from KCA.
Our other key support agency has been Citizens Advice Bureau, Porirua. They referred 177
or just over 40% of the households who received food parcels Jan-Apr 2021.
Other referrals have come via Te Whare Tiaki Wahine Refuge who referred 18 or 4% and 2%
from from agencies. 54% of requests come directly to SAP via our online form:
https://www.poriruaanglican.nz/sap.html

Why Do Porirua People Require Food Parcels?
With each of our online form requests people are asked to comment on why they require
emergency food support. Below are a small selection of recent explanations provided by
requestees or support agencies:
Client has been to two funerals and has had children around. Client has made an appointment
with a benefit advocate and budget(ing).
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Due to family violence her partner has been removed from the home and is not contributing to the
household expenses this week.
Funeral costs and travel for my child who passed away.
Extremely behind on bills and rent.
Adult works part time, partner unemployed 4 kids with mortgage to pay.
I have been studying in town for about 9 weeks now and I haven't been able to get the help
financially from WINZ as of yet.
3 year old boy has health issues that have entailed a lot of travelling using taxi or public transport.
Mother is blind.
My family and I have attended 2 funerals in the last week and a half, we have been struggling for
sometime to keep up with electrical bills, medical bills and finding transport for our day to day
lives…

St Anne’s Pantry Account Financials
Period 1 Jan - 30 Apr 2021
Income
Donations

8,839.40

GST Refund

1,323.43

Bank Interest

1.42
10,164.25

Expenses
Supplies
Bank Fees

16,186.83
25.50
16,212.33

Deficit for Period $6,048.08
Account Opening Balance 1 Jan: $19,210.30 Closing Balance 30 Apr: $13,162.22
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In Conclusion
It has been a pleasure to continue serving the Porirua City & Linden communities through
St Anne’s Pantry. While at times we are stretched timewise and with difficult situations; we
know we make a difference. We are most appreciative of the team around us including you
who read this Report and offer your encouragement and make practical responses,
including through your generous funding.
Many, many thanks for your ongoing support.
Nga mihi nui and may God bless you,
Terry Alve,
Priest in Charge of St Anne’s
Porirua Anglican Parish1
6th May 2021

MAJOR PARTNERS

PORIRUA
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