
St Anne’s Pantry

NEWSLETTER
15 July, 2022

42 Food Parcels Delivered Last Week

As always a big, big thank you!

Our team of 25 volunteers are constantly on the move collecting grocery supplies or delivering
them. And if they are not in motion, then they are shelving, packing, administering, cleaning
at te Whare in Mungavin Avenue, Ranui which is our Foodbank Hub.

Recently we have benefited from a large donation to provide a heat pump, just in time for the
worst of winter. Thank you.

There are so many acknowledgements we might make but you know who you are and how
your support has been a Godsend for those who receive our food parcels and our staff and
volunteers.

1



More Volunteer Deliverers/Drivers Required

As we have moved into winter we have relied on a reduced pool of food parcel volunteer
deliverers. Flu and COVID have affected some and with ongoing high food parcel request
levels we are short. It would be good to have a few extra deliverers/drivers available to call on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.

Volunteer deliverers are asked to use their own vehicle and deliver anything from 3-6 parcels
per delivery. Normally deliveries take less than 90 minutes and begin from noon. On a first
delivery you will be asked to  accompany an existing volunteer deliverer. Some upper body
strength is required for this task. Travel will be reimbursed at 50 cents per km. upon request.

If you are interested in discussing this role please complete the ʻDonate Timeʼ form here:
https://www.stannespantry.nz/donate.html or email us or phone Jane 027 289 0862.

Finances

With half 2022 over we are in a healthy financial position as a
result of institutional donations received during May. Also, Kiwi
Community Assistance and New World especially, supplied large
volumes of stock May-June. Earlier in the year the free, supply
chain groceries were slow coming and we made many purchases.

CASHFLOW DURING THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 2022

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Donations 23,386.96 Groceries, meat, fruit, veges 39,528.56

Grants 30,391.00 Admin 3,886.01

GST Refunds

Interest

3,508.17

10.90

Facility - Te Whare

Travel

Power

Misc.

1,487.04

714.00

656.29

166.96

TOTAL INCOME $57,297.03 TOTAL EXPENDITURE $46,438.86
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Around the time of our last newsletter we benefited from some very substantial institutional
donations, notably:

● $17,500 from Ministry of Social Development
● $6,000 (offered quarterly) from the Philipp Family Foundation
● $6,400 from the NIkau Foundation

Both income and expenditure are tracking well above our annual budget mid-year.

PARCELS DELIVERED Trimester 1 Trimester 2 Trimester 3

2020 275 400 393

2021 442 489 475

2022 617 312 to 12 July

While food parcel deliveries remained reasonably static during 2020 and 2021 there has been
a significant (about 30%) increase during the first trimester of 2022 c.f. third trimester of 2021.

With the great increase of people being isolated with COVID and now with ʻFlu' many people
and families isolating are finding our service attractive because we deliver food when they
have difficulty accessing it from the supermarkets. When people register with COVID they are
given information that includes notice of our availability to provide food parcels.

We are so pleased we were able to employ a part time administrator this year as demand for
our service has grown. Managing  requests, establishing household eligibility for a parcel and
keeping our database and reporting information accurate is a time consuming task.

Our attention now turns to securing the paid administrator role beyond this year. We are
looking for designated funding (up to $12,000) for this from January 2023.
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Recent Feedback

● Thank you so much for helping my family out with the parcel. I do apologise that I
couldn't talk or introduce myself due to our household in isolation. God bless you
all for the wonderful work you are doing to help families in need.
Sincerely
Tina and family

● I would like to thank everyone on St Anne's team for the food parcel and some
extra stuff that was delivered on Friday. I still have some stock and would be
enough to last til I get out from isolation next week. You guys are all doing
amazing work!
Regards,
Karen

● Hi there.
Thankyou for the message....Friday is great for delivery for me please.
Thank you so much for the food parcel as I am stretched to financial limit ☹ Its
very much appreciated. Kind regards,
Katrina

Zero Hunger Collective (Kore Hiakai) Findings - April 2022

A recent phone survey of 149 people/households who had recently accessed support from
social service agencies confirmed what have already been understood to be the ongoing
drivers of the need for food assistance. They indicate that:

● Low incomes remain insufficient to meet basic living costs;
● Whānau regularly use debt, especially Work and Income debt, to meet their basic

living costs;
● Currently whānau on low incomes are reliant on both regular Special Needs Grants

AND regular Food Assistance to meet their basic living costs, in order to provide
adequate kai for their whānau;

● Whānau are deeply aware of the impact of ongoing poverty on them and their whānau
in regard to physical and mental health.

4



The Good Samaritan

Recently in St Anneʼs we gave some thought to
the New Testament story of the ʻGood
Samaritan .̓ In this story the reversal is that the
expected, pious, god fearing people were the
ones who ignored the robbed and beaten
man. Rather it was a despised Samaritan, who
in Jewish eyes was ungodly, that bandaged
the manʼs wounds, carried him on his donkey,
out of his way, and paid for his board while he
recovered, promising the innkeeper he would
pay more if required. The story ends urging
us to show mercy like the Samaritan did.

The power of mercy is spiritual power. When we go out of our way to assist another,
especially in their misfortune, we do a profoundly spiritual act. Let us remember that St
Anneʼs Pantry is dedicated to serving Christ by feeding those who hunger and offering drinks
to those who thirst as we deliver food parcels. While it is a very practical service we offer, we
do it out of hearts full of grace towards the needful. As we donate food, money, time and other
services let us remember that it is with a Samaritan Spirit we offer these things.

While it may to some seem a fine point, I would encourage you to notice how you feel and
what flows for you as you serve through St Anneʼs Pantry. I believe that nothing we do in the
service of God is wasted. Not wasted for the recipient; nor, I suggest, lost on us as we are
blessed to be a blessing through this ministry.

And the king will
answer them, “Truly I
tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of
these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.”
The Gospel of St Matthew
Chapter 25 verse 40

Revʼd Terry Alve
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Final Thoughts

Today - 15 July - marks the midpoint of the winter season. Itʼs proving to be a bleak season,
not only in terms of the weather but also with over-full hospitals, medical personnel stressed
and inflation and food and commodity prices very high.

Perhaps we are a bright spot in the midst of this winter darkness. Contrary to popular
expectation; there are free lunches to be had and we are in the business of providing a few of
them, no strings attached!

Thank you for enabling the ʻmahiʼ that is St Anneʼs Pantry Food Bank.

Kia kaha
Terry

www.stannespantry.nz |  027 944 4996  | stannespantry@gmail.com

St Anneʼs Pantry Food Bank Hub: 49A Mungavin Avenue, Ranui, Porirua
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